English 10 Terms

Many of these terms are useful in all areas of study in Language Arts. 

This list is over-exhaustive

Some of the terms in the following pages are there only to help give you context and a deeper understanding. 

You do NOT need to memorize these terms, but you should be able to recognize and apply the majority of them.
General Terms_______________________________________________________
Genre - in Literature, Genre is a kind of literary or artistic work, or the writing style of a composition. Genre is thus a style of writing. Genres include poetry, short story, novel, essay, letter, proverb, drama, monologue.
Theme - This is the statement that describes the “big picture” or the universal truth about human nature or existence. 

Tone is the emotional attitude toward a subject conveyed by the writer’s word choice and can be objective (unbiased and unemotional) or subjective (personal experience and opinions are expressed).

  
Mood is the overall emotional quality created by a piece of literature.
Personification attributes human characteristics to inanimate things.  i.e. “the wind whispered through the trees” In a 

Style is the way a writer puts together the words he/she chooses. 

Purpose is the intent of the writer in using the style he/she chose. 
Poetry_________ ________________________________________________
An allegory is a form of story in which the characters represent not only themselves, but also an abstract concept such as greed or jealousy or justice or peace.  In “The Pedestrian”, the police car represents the concept of “control”.
Alliteration is the repetition of the same consonant sound at the beginning of a series of words.  “She sells seashells by the seashore” is an example of alliteration.

An allusion is a reference to a well-known literary work or public icon. "That woman is kinder than Mother Theresa"
An analogy is a comparison that, usually, explains an abstract concept by applying the attributes of a physical concept. 
Blank verse is a form of unrhyming poetry that has a regular rhythm.  This rhythm is Iambic pentameter: a pattern of stressed and unstressed beats  that occur five times per line.  Shakespeare used blank verse to indicate the importance of a particular speaker in his drama
A cliché is a phrase that has lost its freshness through over use.  Writing that uses clichés is considered to be lacking in creativity and originality. "Roses are red, violets are blue" and "I'll give you the moon" are clichés.
Irony - There are several kinds of irony, but common to each is the notion of something other than what was expecte. the result is a humourous effect. Shakespeare uses irony with the insults of various characters in Romeo and Juliet, and "I've got Gloria" used situational irony.

Satire: a literary technique that attacks foolishness by making fun of it. Satire often uses irony or sarcasm to advance it's means.

Understatement - The opposite of hyperbole. Understatement is a figure of speech that implies more than is said. Understatement usually has an ironic and comedic effect. To identify understatement, pay close attention to  context. For Example: it's a little warm in here (said about our classroom), it's a bit breezy today (said while watching a tornado). I got OK grades (said about a straight "A" report card).
Euphemism - Rather than say things bluntly, which could be considered offensive or crude or too blunt, we soften harsh realities by using euphemisms.  For example, you might excuse yourself to the washroom rather than to the toilet.
Consonance is similar to alliteration in that it is a repetition of consonant sounds.  However, unlike alliteration, consonance does not have to happen at the beginning of a word.  For example, "book, plaque, thick”. 

Poetry with no regular rhythm and no regular rhyme is free verse.

Hyperbole  - vastly over the top exaggeration.  

Five sets of unstressed followed by stressed syllables per line is the rhythmic pattern of iambic pentameter.  In Sonnet 18, Shakespeare used iambic pentameter: Shall I comPARE thee TO a SUMmer’s DAY?

Idiom - You might have heard one actor say to another “Break a leg.”  In this circumstance, the expression means “good luck” and is an example of an idiom because the meaning cannot be figured out from the usual definitions of the words. 

Imagery is the set of mental pictures formed in the reader’s mind through the use of descriptive language.  Imagery can bring to mind any one or more of the five senses: sight, smell, touch, taste, hearing.

Juxtaposition - Two characters or images or settings, for example, may be described in close proximity to one another in order to emphasize their similarities or their differences.  This is juxtaposition. 

The meter is the pattern of rhythm—the repetition of stressed and unstressed syllables—in a line of poetry.
An ode is a lyrical poem of complex structure that often is written in praise of something or someone, and usually has a rhyming scheme of abab, aabb or abba.
Lyric - A short, personal poem that expresses feelings and thoughts but does not tell a story; helps the reader feel through the senses (elegies, sonnets, and odes are types of lyric poems.
A stanza is a group of lines in a poem.
Octave - In poetry, an eight line stanza is an octave.

A quatrain is a stanza that is four lines in length.
An oxymoron is a phrase that has an inherent contradiction in it.  For example, jumbo shrimp, boneless ribs, global village.

A paradox is a statement that seems to contain a contradiction, but has an underlying truth.  For example, “To find yourself, you must lose yourself.”

Rhyme is the repetition of a similar sound in words.  A rhyme may be internal—within a line—but, in English poetry, is more commonly at the end of a line.

Rhythm is the beat of a line of poetry or prose. 

A simile is a comparison using “like” or “as”.  For example, “She ran like a leopard.” is a simile comparing a runner to a leopard.

A soliloquy is an extended and uninterrupted speech by a character who is usually alone on the stage and speaking his/her innermost thoughts.  Hamlet’s “To be or not to be” speech is a very famous soliloquy.

Sonnets are 14 line poems that have a specific meter and rhyme scheme. The Shakepearean sonnet contains iambic pentameter, four quatrains and ends with a couplet (a two verse stanza). 

When discussing poetry, one refers to the narrator as the speaker of the poem.  Do not assume that the poet is the speaker of the poem.

In literary terminology, a tragedy contains certain elements: a protagonist of high position or esteem who has a fatal character flaw and events that reveal that fatal flaw, resulting in the downfall and / or death of the protagonist and those around him/her.

Understatement is minimizing the importance of something.  For example, if you said “Ah, it’s just a quiz,” regarding your exam, you’d be using understatement.
Short Story__________________________________________________________
The protagonist is the main character with a conflict to resolve. 

An antagonist is a character who opposes the protagonist of a story. An antagonist usually blocks or opposes the protagonist in this resolution of the conflict.

Addressing a divine being or an abstract concept is an example of apostrophe.  i.e. “oh brain, do your best on this exam”.

Characterization is the creation of a fictional individual through a description of their appearance, speech, thoughts, and behavior.  It may be direct characterization—being told outright what a character’s attributes are—or indirect—having to conclude what a character’s traits are because of their actions or speech. 
Plot is the events in a narrative.
Rising action builds the suspense leading the climax of a plot.
Climax: In a plot, the climax is usually the highest point of emotional intensity for the protagonist. A 

After the climax in a plot is the falling action.  Literally, the action that is of less emotional intensity to the protagonist.  

Denouement is the set of events that occur after the climax of a plot. 
Resolution - A successful solving of a conflict is its resolution.

A metaphor is a comparison  that does not use like or as. 
An extended metaphor is developed throughout an entire poem or section of prose.
Four types of conflict are “man vs man”, “man vs nature”, “man vs self” and “man vs society”
Two categories of conflict are “internal” and “external”
A flat character is one dimensional (i.e. unfriendly or romantic – not both).

A Round character has multiple sides to his/her personality (i.e. unfriendly yet  romantic). round characters are complex, and well developed in a story.
Static Characters—whether round or flat—static characters not change throughout the narrative/story.

A dynamic character changes as a result of the events of the story.

Foreshadowing hints at events about to occur. 
A hero is a protagonist who possesses the potential for moral or upright behaviour, and, facing trials or quests, eventually chooses the heroic response. 
Foil - a person who contrasts with another character (usually the protagonist) in order to highlight various features of the main character's personality. A foil character brings their contrasting character into sharper focus.
Dilema - A choice between two equally unfavourable outcomes.

An Epiphany is a sudden realization or illumination.  Can be thought of as an “ah ha” or “ah!” moment. 

Exposition - Providing background information that is necessary for the understanding of a narrative is exposition.
A narrator is the teller of  story.  The narrative voice may be from various points of view such as first person, third person, or omniscient.
A limited omniscient point of view is when a story is told in the third person, revealing one character’s thoughts, feelings, and actions. 
First Person - This point of view is characterized by the use of the pronoun “I”.  By definition, this perspective is one person’s opinion of events and is not, therefore, appropriate for a literary analysis or an expository essay.
Third person point of view does not use the pronouns “I” or “you”.  In fiction, this is the voice of a character who stands outside the events of the narrative.  In most essay or literary analysis forms, third person is the only acceptable voice.
Omniscient point of view - This narrative voice is all-seeing and all-knowing.  For example, this narrator might review the thoughts and motivations of many characters.

The setting of a narrative is its time and place.
Symbols are images that represent something else.  For example, the most well known symbol for poison is a skull and crossbones.  
Symbolism  is  A device in literature where an object or a person represents an idea. This can be literal or metaphorical. For example: The police car in "the hitch hiker" is a symbolic of a media saturated society (metaphorical). The cross is a symbol of salvation (literal).
Aside: a dramatic device in which a character speaks to the audience or quietly to another character, so as to be heard by the person to whom it is said (or the audience) and not by any others. By convention, the audience is to realize that the character's speech is either unheard by the other characters on stage, or only by the character who is being spoken to. It may be addressed to the audience expressly (in character or out) or represent an unspoken thought

Essays and Media________________________________________________
An persuasive essay is one that attempts to persuade the reader of something by providing supportive evidence and refuting any contrary evidence.

Didactic - A didactic essay, for example, instructs or teaches what is considered to be morally right or proper behaviour.  
A narrative essay that ends with the conclusion “Don’t drink and drive” is didactic

Persuasive essay writing (and also advertising in particular) appeals to human emotional responses.  This may take the form of images—kittens and babies, for example—that appeal to a particular protective or tender side. Wording can also be designed to arouse offence. 

Support for a thesis may be in the form of expert testimony.   That is, someone who has experience and training in a particular field may make a claim that supports what is being argued.  i.e. Colgate is “dentist recommended” toothpaste.
Expository - The basic five paragraph essay—with a thesis, three areas of proof, and a conclusion—is an expository essay.  Third person and an objective voice are also attributes of an expository essay.  
Personal Essay - As the name suggests, a personal essay is about a person’s life.  It is, therefore, subjective and reflective and can use a first person voice.
Propaganda is a message designed to shape public opinion or thinking in order to accomplish a certain set of goals, usually political in nature. The Nazis are famous for having used propaganda to gain support during the world wars.

Editorial - Literally, an editorial is the expression of a particular opinion of an editor.  Newspapers usually have an editorial section.

All essays have a thesis which is the underlying or explicit statement being proved.
Colloquialism - a common spoken expression, often regional. example: it's raining cats and dogs, She's a real chucklehead (happy person),  Earth Shattering News, Pie in the sky, by the book, off the handle, plain as day, good riddance to bad rubbish, up the creek without a paddle, gung-ho, battle lines. NEVER use colloquial speech in an essay!

Bias - term used to describe a tendency or preference towards a particular perspective, ideology or result, when the tendency interferes with the ability to be impartial, unprejudiced, or objective.. In other words, bias is generally seen as a 'one-sided' perspective.

Connotation - The emotional association with a word. Example: the word 'consequence' has a negative connotation in our culture, even though consequences can be good. The word 'salvation' has a positive connotation in our culture, even though the idea of salvation for many North Americans revolves around  violence and the elimination of 'all who oppose us'.
Denotation - The primary, literal or explicit meaning of a word, phrase or symbol - usually found in the dictionary.

Jargon - terminology which is especially defined in relationship to a specific activity, profession, or group. Example: Pentium II computers boasted a 32 kilobyte processor cache, speeds of up to 166 megahertz, and had a front side bus of 25 megahertz.
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